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Be a smarter 
searcher

Advanced search: limit search by date, 
domain or file type (e.g. just spreadsheets 
or PDFs or PowerPoints).

http://www.google.com/�


Keep up with newest technology at Google Labs
Google UncleSam searches .gov, .mil, .state
Google Scholar now includes all federal and 

state court cases (indexed w/i 2 weeks)
Google Trends for top searches 

http://www.googlelabs.com/�
http://www.google.com/unclesam�
http://scholar.google.com/�
http://www.google.com/trends�




http://www.google.com/insights/search/�


Google has limits

No one knows for sure, but estimates are that 
Google searches far less than half of what’s 
available on the Web – maybe a small 
fraction.

Each search engine has its own strengths 
and weaknesses.

Total shared results of any two search 
engines: 8.9 percent.

Any three search engines: 2.2 percent

Source: 2007 study by Dogpile, Penn State and Queensland University of Technology



Get a second and third opinion

Goal: Regularly use two other search engines and 
their advanced features. Try InfoSpace.

Bing.com (Microsoft – relevancy)
Yippy! (clustered results)
Yahoo! (directory)

http://search.infospace.com/ispace/ws/index�
http://www.bing.com/�
http://www.clusty.com/�
http://www.clusty.com/�
http://search.yippy.com/�
http://www.yahoo.com/�


Emerging search engines

http://duckduckgo.com/�
http://addictomatic.com/�
http://www1.wolframalpha.com/�


Ready reference

Wikipedia (for links, sources)
Internet Public Library (“reference” page)
Infomine (scholarly Internet resources)
Census (esp. Data Finders feature)
BRB and Portico (public records locators)

http://www.wikipedia.org/�
http://www.ipl.org/div/subject/browse/ref00.00.00�
http://infomine.ucr.edu/�
http://www.census.gov/�
http://www.publicrecordsources.com/�
http://indorgs.virginia.edu/portico/�


Directories by and for journalists

NICAR Net tour
Reporter’s Desktop by Duff Wilson
Center for Investigative Reporting guide
SPJ Journalist’s Toolbox

http://www.ire.org/resourcecenter/nettour/index.html�
http://www.reporter.org/desktop/�
http://centerforinvestigativereporting.org/tools�
http://www.journaliststoolbox.org/�


Don’t get beat on your beat

Alerts do the searching for you every day 
(Google and Nexis). Sample list.

RSS feeds (Rich Site Summary or Really Simple 
Syndication). Feeds now appear as an option on 
a lot of Web sites.

Set up an iGoogle or My Yahoo beat page. 
Change detection notification for Web pages

http://www.google.com/alerts?hl=en�
http://www.powerreporting.com/category/Alerts_for_journalists�
http://www.feedreader.com/�
http://www.ire.org/extraextra/�
http://www.google.com/ig?hl=en�
http://www.changedetection.com/�


The “Invisible Web”

The Visible Web (“Surface Web”) is made up of 
the typical results in search engines.

The Invisible Web (“Deep Web”) includes 
searchable databases / dynamic content.

Some estimate the Invisible Web is 550 times 
bigger than the Visible Web.

Google says more than 1,000 federal 
government sites can’t be “crawled.”



Dive deeper

Search engines typically miss:

Database information
Content behind firewalls
Content behind registration screens
ASP / dynamically generated pages
Robot.txt excluded pages



Deep Web sites

People: Pipl, 123people, PeekYou, Snitch
Social media: Kosmix, SamePoint, WhosTalkin, 

BoardTracker, SocialMention, KnowEm
Databases: CompletePlanet and list
Business: Biznar
Medical: Mednar and PubMed
Science:  Science.gov
Video:  Blinkx
Directory: Online Education Database

http://pipl.com/�
http://www.123people.com/�
http://www.peekyou.com/�
http://snitch.name/�
http://www.kosmix.com/�
http://www.samepoint.com/�
http://www.whostalkin.com/�
http://www.boardtracker.com/�
http://socialmention.com/�
http://www.knowem.com/�
http://aip.completeplanet.com/�
http://aip.completeplanet.com/aip-engines/help/largest_engines.jsp�
http://biznar.com/biznar/�
http://mednar.com/mednar/�
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/�
http://www.science.gov/�
http://www.blinkx.com/�
http://oedb.org/library/college-basics/research-beyond-google�


Who’s behind the site?

Domain Tools
Allwhois
Quarkbase

http://www.domaintools.com/�
http://www.allwhois.com/�
http://www.quarkbase.com/�


JulianAssangeMustDie.com



Search the Dead Web

Cache in search engines
Wayback Machine
Library of Congress’ archiving 

project: Mapping the Internet 
Electronic Resources Virtual 
Archive (MINERVA)
CyberCemetery – sites of 

defunct government agencies 
and commissions

http://www.archive.org/index.php�
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/lcwa/html/lcwa-home.html�
http://govinfo.library.unt.edu/default.htm�


Useful Web tools & apps



http://www.helpareporter.com/�




Save Web pages as PDFs

http://html-pdf-converter.com/�


Convert files for free

http://www.cometdocs.com/�


Map a list of addresses

http://www.batchgeo.com/�


Columbus homicides
2008-2010





http://www.scribd.com/�


Organize and share documents

http://www.documentcloud.org/home�




Google Fusion

• Check out the Example Gallery

https://sites.google.com/site/fusiontablestalks/stories�
http://www.google.com/fusiontables/public/tour/index.html�


Upload a spreadsheet



Free/premium timelines

TimelineSetter

http://www.dipity.com/�
http://www.timetoast.com/�
http://xtimeline.com/index.aspx�
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